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“For I know that my Redeemer
lives, and at the last he will stand upon
the earth. “ (Job 19: 25 )

OUR VISION
To have a deep relationship with God, and to share the
Gospel with enthusiasm, and to serve others and make
disciples in Christ’s name.
OUR MISSION
Is to deepen & strengthen the Christian faith through
the pursuit of Bible study, prayer and worship of the
risen Christ, and by proclaiming the truth of the gospel
of Jesus Christ to witness through our ministries, and
also encouraging one another in proclaiming Jesus
Christ as Saviour and Lord and leading others into
personal faith in Him.
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From the Committee ‘s Desk
I am forgiven!
….Have I forgiven?
Forgiveness in the Bible is a prominent
theme, but the act of
forgiving
does
not
come easy for most of
us. Our natural instinct
is to recoil in selfprotection when we've
been hurt. We don't
naturally overflow with
mercy, grace and understanding
when
we've been wronged.
If God did not withhold
his forgiveness from
me, why should I withhold my forgiveness
from another? I believe
forgiveness is a choice
we make through a decision of our will, motivated by obedience to
God and his command
to forgive. The Bible
instructs us to forgive
as the Lord forgave us:
Colossians 3:13 Bear
with each other and

fo r g i ve
wh a t e ve r
grievances you may
have against one another. Forgive as the
Lord forgave you.
How do we forgive
when we don't feel
like it? How do we
translate the decision
to forgive into a
change of heart? We
forgive by faith, out of
obedience. Since forgiveness goes against
our nature, we must
forgive
by
faith,
whether we feel like it
or not. We must trust
God to do the work in
us that needs to be
done so that the forgiveness will be complete.
I believe God honors
our commitment to
obey Him and our desire to please him
when we choose to
forgive. He completes
the work in His time.
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We must continue to
forgive (our job), by
faith, until the work
of forgiveness (the
Lord's job), is done in
our hearts.
Philippians 1:6 --And I
am certain that God,
who began the good
work within you, will
continue his work until it is finally finished
on the day when
Christ Jesus returns.
How will we know if
we have truly forgiven?
"When you release the
wrongdoer from the
wrong, you cut a malignant tumor out of
your inner life. You
set a prisoner free,
but you discover that
the real prisoner was
yourself."

Keep your eyes on God; He never takes His
eyes off you.
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We will know the work of forgiveness is complete when we
experience the freedom that comes as a result. We are the ones
who suffer most when we choose not to forgive. When we do forgive, the Lord sets our hearts free from the anger, bitterness, resentment and hurt that previously imprisoned us. Most times, however, forgiveness is a slow process.
Matt 18:21-22. Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many
times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven
times?" Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven
times. This answer by Jesus makes it clear that forgiveness is not easy
for us. It's not a one-time choice and then we automatically live in a
state of forgiveness. Forgiveness may require a lifetime of forgiving,
but it is important to the Lord. We must continue forgiving until the
matter is settled in our heart.
When I begin to pray for the person who has wronged me, God gives
me new eyes to see and a new heart to care for that person. I start to
see that person as God sees them, and I realize that he or she is precious to the Lord. I also see myself in a new light, just as guilty of sin
and failure as the other person. I too am in need of forgiveness.
Is it okay to feel anger and want justice for the person
we need to forgive?
We can pray for God to deal with the injustices, to
judge the person's life, and then we can leave that
prayer at the altar. We no longer have to carry the anger. Although it is normal for us to feel anger toward
sin and injustice, it is not our job to judge the other
person in their sin.
Luke 6:37 Do not judge, and you will not be judged.
Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.
So why must we forgive? The best reason to forgive is
because Jesus commanded us to forgive. We learn
from Scripture, if we don't forgive, neither will we be
forgiven:
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Matt 6:14-16 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men
their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.
We also forgive so that our prayers will not be hindered:
Mark 11:25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything
against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.
In closing, we forgive out of obedience to the Lord. It is a choice, a
decision we make. However, as we do this "forgiving," we discover
the command is in place for our own good, and we receive the reward of our forgiveness—freedom.
As we step into another Good Friday & Easter season can we
pray for more Grace in forgiving one another?
God’s Power Promises for YOU when you doubtful
“Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him.” ‘You
of little faith,’ he said, ‘why did you doubt? The Words of Jesus Christ,
Matthew 14.31
“He said to her, Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and
be freed from your suffering.” The Words of Jesus Christ Mark 5.34
“Have faith in God…. Truly I tell you if you say to this mountain. Go
throw yourself into the sea and do not doubt in your heart but believe
that what you say will happen it will be done for you.” The Words of
Jesus Christ Mark 11:22,23
“Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have believed;
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
John20.29
(Adapted from God’s power promises for You – A guide to comfort,
Encouragement, and Spiritual Strength from Selected Verses of the
Holy Bible –From the Hour of Power and the Crystal Cathedral)
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From the Editor’s Desk

Clearing out the clutter

……..contd
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John 2:13-22

My Garage serves as “storage” for things that don’t have a place in our
home, and frankly, there are times when I am ashamed to open the
door. I don’t want anyone to see the clutter. So periodically I set aside
a workday to clean it up. Our hearts and minds are a lot like that – they
accumulate lots of clutter. As we rub shoulders with the world, inevitably perhaps unknowingly, we pick up ungodly thoughts and attitudes. Thinking that life is all about “me.” Demanding our rights. Reacting bitterly toward those who have hurt us. Before long, our hearts
and minds are no longer clean and orderly. And while we think we can
hide the mess, eventually it will show. Paul pointedly asked, “Do you
not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit?” (1Corinthians
6.19) - which makes me wonder if God often feels like. He is living in
our messy garage. Perhaps it’s time to set aside a spiritual workday
and, with His help, get to work cleaning out the clutter. Discard those
thoughts of bitterness. Bag up and throw out the old patterns of sensual thoughts. Organize your attitudes. Fill your heart with the beauty of
God’s Word. Make it clean to the core and then leave the door open for
all to see – Joe Slowell
Don’t let the Spirit reside in a cluttered heart. Take some time to clean
it up today!
(adapted from “Following JESUS to the Cross- Reflections from

Our Daily Bread)
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Varalaru

(A brief History about a renowned Tamil Lyric writer/composer)
Rev. N. Samuel of Tranquebar
Rev. N. Samuel (18 September 1850 - 20 May 1927), Professor
in Divinity, Pastor, Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church (T.E.L.C.).
He was a famous poet and author of many books. He was also
the first member of the Leipzig Evangelical Lutheran Mission
(L.E.L.M.) Council.
He was the first Indian professor in the Theological Colleges in Tranquebar, Porayar, and Bangalore (United Theological College). He was slated
to teach some classes in the Gurukul Lutheran Theological College, in
Chennai, when death intervened.
He composed the college song "Arulaar Putkarathil Thangi"
and designed the monogram for the Gurukul Lutheran Theological College.
Best known among his lyrics are
"Senaigalin Kartharey" (சேனைகளின் கர்த்தசே),"
Seerthiri Yegavasthey" (

and

"Gunapadu Paavi" (குணப்படுபாவி).
"EnMeetparVuyirodirukayilay"

vd; kPl;gh; capNuhbUf;ifapNy vdf;
nfd;d FiwAz;L? eP nrhy;> kdNk
vd;Daph; kPl;fNt jd;Daph; nfhLj;Njhh;
vd;NdhbUf;fNt vOe;jpUe;Njhh;
tpz;Zy Fah;e;Njhh;> cd;djQ;rpwe;Njhh;>
kpj;jpuNd Rfgj;jpu kUSk;
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The church is made of believers like you and
me, gathered together in worship, prayer,
and fellowship, in both good times and bad.”
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Mrs.Rathnammal Jeyasingh wife of our Dear Uncle Jeyasingh Peter Retired Law Secretary to The Government of Tamilnadu went to be with the Lord on March 14th 2014.
Aunty Jeyasingh will be greatly missed by our NZTCF family. Our deepest sympathies go out to our dear Jayasingh uncle and
family.

Watch your Thought

By...Teena Joseph

WE MUST BE THE CHANGE WE WISH TO SEE IN THE WORLDGANDHI.
THERE ARE ONLY TWO WAYS TO LIVE YOUR LIFE. ONE IS
AS THOUGH NOTHING IS A MIRACLE. THE OTHER IS AS
THOUGH EVERYTHING IS A MIRACLE 10
ALBERT EINSTEIN.

THE PRAYER POINTS
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Pray that child abuse, violence in families will cease
Pray for people seeking jobs and work permits and for new
immigrants
Pray for our countries that they will see the Light and will
abandon witchcraft, corruption & ungodly influences.
Pray for world leaders and political parties.
Pray for Tear Fund, World Vision, Scripture Union, Gideon International, Bibles in School, Chennai Mission Charitable Trust
(CMCT)
Pray for Aid organizations, Red Cross volunteers and for their
families.
Pray for Churches and their leaders to speak the truth and
spread the Gospel of Christ to the people who are searching
for truth.
Pray for Missionaries and their families, for their faith.
Pray for NZTCF family and those who are sick and need comfort & Prayers
Kids Space

Give until it hurts

One day Jesus sat in the temple watching the people who came
to put money in the offertory boxes. We read this in Mark
12:41-44What did the poor woman give? And why was her offering
the best? Mother Teresa gave her whole life in helping people who
are sick and dying. When she won the Nobel peace prize she gave
all the money to help others. Prayer: Father God help me to give to
you and to others until it hurts.
Love your neighbour
Emma’s family lived next door to old Mrs Glenn. One day Mrs Glenn
fell and broke her ankle. Mum said “ Emma, ask Mrs Glenn if you
can do some shopping for her.” “Certainly,” said Emma. It must
be terrible to have to go around on crutches. In helping Mrs Glenn
Emma was obeying the second part of the answer Jesus gave to the
teacher of the law We can read this in Mark 12.31 Love one another- Prayer: Loving Father help me to love other people.
(Adapted from Bible Trail for Boys and girls IBRA)
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HE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS

There is a story about a little girl who proudly wore a shiny cross on
a chain around her neck. One day she was approached by a man
who said to her, “Little girl, don’t you know that the cross Jesus
died on wasn’t beautiful like the one you’re wearing? It was an ugly,
wooden thing.” To which the girl replied, “Yes, I know. But they told
me in Sunday School that whatever Jesus touches, He changes.”
That is part of the message of the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians
1:18-20, "For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
For it is written: ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate. Where is the wise man?
Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world?”
And in vs’s 22-25 Paul continues, "Jews demand miraculous signs &
Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling
block to Jews & foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has
called, both Jews & Greeks, Christ the power of God & the wisdom
of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, &
the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength."
Sermon:
MELVIN M. NEWLAND, MINISTER
CENTRAL CHRISTIAN, BROWNSVILLE, TX

Lent : Preparing for Spiritual
Growth, Follow the Path of Christ,
Know His Cross
How Are You Preparing?
12

Prepare Your Heart for Jesus

Page 13

Luke 2:11 - Jesus is the Savior,
Come to Him and be forgiven and saved;
John 10:9 - Jesus is the Door,
Come to Him and enter His provision;
John 6:51 - Jesus is the Bread of Life,
Come to Him and feast at His table;
John 8:12 - Jesus is the Light of the World,
Come to Him and see clearly;
John 10:14 - Jesus is the Good Shepherd,
Come to Him and be led in right paths;
John 15:5 - Jesus is the Vine,
Come to Him and abide in fruitfulness;
John 4:10 - Jesus gives living water,
Come to Him and drink to the full;
John 11:25 - Jesus is the Resurrection,
Come to Him and have blessed hope;
John 14:27 - Jesus gives peace,
Come to Him and be not troubled;
John 1:33 - Jesus baptizes with the Holy Spirit,
Come to Him and be empowered to witness.
(Adapted from Dayspring devotion......

கர்த்தர் என் கன்மனையும், என் சகாட்னையும், என்
இேட்ேகரும், என் சதவனும், நான் நம்பியிருக்கிற என்
துருகமும், என் சகைகமும், என் இேட்ேணியக் ககாம்பும்,
என் உயர்ந்த அனைக்கைமுமாயிருக்கிறார் …..ேங்கீ தம் 18:2
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How can you help in bringing the untold millions
outside God's fold into HIS Kingdom ???
Pray (Matthew 9.38) Give (11 Cor 9.7) Go (Matt 28.19)

Go ahead get your hands dirty, Using our talents for the LORD can
be hard work, but the blessings are well worth it. Learn how to discover, develop and exercise your spiritual gifts.

If you wish to give toward the ministry of this fellowship you can pay as a contribution or set up an Automatic Payment to our fellowship account no: 12-30110740948-00. If you would like to a tax receipt at the end of the year, please use
your name as reference. Thank you.
14
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2ndApr
David Manohar
2ndApr
Daisy Wesley
3rdApr
Mahendiran
4thApr
Melody D’Cruz
5thApr
Ashwin Anthick
5thApr
Julie Shanthakumar
5thApr
Prashan Jebamony
5thApr
Christian Jebamony
6thApr
Prabha Anthick
9thApr
Chandra Johanas
10thApr Shanthi Mac
11thApr Rathika Jebamony
12thApr Andrew Godwin
13thApr Punitha Luther
15thApr Sharon Luther
16thApr Syrus Joseph
17thApr Sheila Jaswanth
17thApr Vasanth Abraham
18thApr Sarah Francis
18thApr Damita Kennedy
22ndApr Naveen David

Wedding Anniversary
5thApr
14thApr
18thApr
26thApr

Leslie & Sutheshane Gnanendre
Jaswanth & Sheila
David & Cynthia Johanas
Sasikumar & Vetha Sasikumar

May the LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life –
Psalm 128:5
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New Zealand Tamil Christian Fellowship
P O Box 48022
Blockhouse Bay
Auckland 0644

We are on the Web
http://nztcf.wordpress.com

Email : nztcf2006@hotmail.com
For your articles to be published, and
your feedback about the Newsletter
Contact

NZTCF

Alfred , Mary Mahendiren
Prabha

Rachel

SERVING CHRIST - SERVING COMMUNITY

Nztcf Monthly Calendar
Rest Home visit:
Date : 5/4/2014
Time : 3.30 to 4.00 pm
Venue : Glen Burn Rest
Home, 33-41 Astley Ave,
New Lynn
Auckland Hospital
Visit:
Pray
&
Participate

Date
: 06.04.2014
(First Sunday)
Time

: 9.15am

Venue : Auckland
Hospital @ level 6

Home Cell Prayer meeting:
Date : 11/4/2014
Time & Venue:
To be announced

Fasting Prayer:
Date : 18/4/2014 (3rd
Friday)
Time & Venue: 6.45 pm
102 Hillsborough Road,
Auckland.

Pulse Meeting :
Date

: 12/4/2014

Time & Venue : 6.30 pm
St. Margaret’s Church
102 Hillsborough Road,

Prison Visit :
Date

: 14/4/2014

Venue : 5.45 pm Auckland Prison

Auckland.

You are invited to NZTCF worship Service
At 06.45 p.m. on Saturday 29th March, 2014
Venue: St. Margaret’s, Church, 102 Hillsborough Road. Auckland.
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